[Diagnostic imaging of skeletal metastases].
Skeletal metastases are the most frequent in malignant bone tumor. Vast majority of skeletal metastases are encountered in middle-aged to elderly persons. Skeletal metastases should be included in differential diagnosis of bone lesion in elderly persons. In this mini-review, clinical features are mainly discussed and some recent advances are also described. They are 1) mechanisms of skeletal metastasis, 2) vicious cycle (what happens in the process of osseous metastasis progression), 3) frequency, site and number of skeletal metastases, 4) osseous response to metastatic tumor, 5) diagnostic imaging of skeletal metastasis, 6) bone metabolic markers in osseous metastasis, and 7) complications.